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The Narrative Technique of Hanshu with Praising
the Virtues of Han Dynasty as Orientation .
A Discussion Centered on the Similarities and
the Differences between Shiji and Hanshu

PAN Mingji
( Department of Chinese Language and Literature, CUHK, Hong Kong 999077, China )

Abstract : Hanshu continued the writing style of Shiji and considered the Han Dynasty as a continuation of Yao’s
destiny, thus establishing a unified empire. Ban Gu, as a minister of the Han Dynasty, compiled the history of the
Western Han Dynasty in his capacity as a minister of the Eastern Han Dynasty. This was no easy task. Taking the
similarities and the differences between Shiji and Hanshu based on textual evidence from both works as discussion
focus, this paper elucidates and analyzes the narrative principles of the Hanshu which uphold the virtues of the Han
Dynasty from such aspects as narrative tradition that emphasizes “description over judgment” , narrative techniques
that praise the virtues of the Han Dynasty and the examples that illustrate appraisal and taboos, concluding that ad-
hering to the virtue of the Han Dynasty was the guiding principle of the entire Hanshu, however, while praising the
virtue of the Han Dynasty, Hanshu still maintains the traditional practice of praising and ecriticizing historical
figures.

Keywords : Shiji; Hanshu ; narrative; parallel passages
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